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Activity Name: Dock Discovery

Ages: Gr. K - 12 

Activity Energy: Medium

Length of time: 30 - 45 minutes

Number of Participants: 15 or less.  Will be limited by the size of the dock.

Indoor/Outdoor: Outdoor

Concept:  This self-guided dock side activity provides students with the opportunity to  discover
the classifications of a variety of marine organisms.

Materials Required: 

Buckets, Nets, Laminated ID Cards, Water Pens

Introduction: 

In highly biodiverse areas, incredible life may attach and live near marine docks.  It is a perfect 
viewing platform for students to study marine life in its natural environment.  Given enough 
time, students can identify and categorize organisms, study their behavoir and learn about 
predator prey relationships.

Methods:  

1. Discuss the risks and safety on the dock, such as falling in the water, to provide awareness 
for the students.  Tell students to always be on their knees or bellies when observing from the
edges of the dock.  And absolutely no running (they often trip over nets and other people).  
Also for the safey of the sea creatures, ensure that any sessile creature that is attached to the 
dock, such as rock scallops or tube worms, should not be removed.  Creatures that are freely 
moving may be caught in nets or buckets.  Jellies should never be caught in a net because it 
often does not survive.

2.  Discuss what Phyla are and some simple characteristics of each one on their Phyla sheets.

3. Divide the students into groups of 2 or 3. Each group will be given a laminated Phylum Sheet
and a wet erase marker.

4. Have the students explore the dock for 20 minutes looking for creatures that are on their 
sheet.  Encourage them to find at least one creature in each Phylum and mentally record any 
creatures that are not on their sheet.

5. To wrap up the activity, have each group share what they found in ONE phylum only.  What 
were some characteristics of the creature that are similar to the other creatures listed that 



might cause them to be classified in that phylum.  Go around to all the groups, until all of the 
phylums are covered.  

Tips for Teachers: 

 This is an excellent opportunity for students to have free exploration with a purpose.  Try 
to give them space during this time to make their own discoveries and observations.

 The Phyla Sheets could be separated into 5 different Cards that are joined by a ring. Basic
phylum information can be on the back of each card or a space for observations. 


